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HISTORIC AND MODERN DOLLS FROM THE EXHIBITION OF FRENCH TOYS 



YOUTH AND ART 

IT is for you, Children of America, 
that the message comes, a legend of 
joy and playtime. And what a merry 
crew it is that sings it ! It comes on the 
gay young lips of Columbine and on 
Pierrot's wistful pout. There are steeds 
who snort at the sound of it, bears who 
lie down and bask in it, dogs who are 
ready to leap to its melody, and dogs who 
even bark in tune with it. There are ladies 
of fashion who trip to its rhythms, there 
are gilt court ladies who smile softly at 
it, and negro slaves who hug themselves 
for the very gladness of it. Even the 
sleepy villagers awake and bestir them- 
selves at the sound of it. 

Do you know what the message is, 
Children of America? It is the sound of 
the laughter of children — children of 



France, who want you to laugh and be 
merry with them, that there may be a 
bond across the waters which will join 
your hands with theirs in play. And so 
they send these toys that you may have 
a part in their games. And when you 
laugh as you play, your voice will be a 
part of their great song — the song of the 
spirit that leads to courage and freedom 
and joyousness, and happy, peace-filled 

days. 

* * * * 

So it seems does France speak to us in 
the exhibit of toys that she has sent. 
And when France, struggle-torn as she 
is, feels the necessity of keeping alive and 
thriving the imaginative hours of child- 
hood, surely America can do no less. It 
is the children of today who will be 
carrying on the activities of those peace- 
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filled days which are certainly to come; 
and in those days art will be no mean 
factor. Obviously it is for us now to 
give the children a love for things beauti- 
ful. 

For several years the Art Institute has 
been endeavoring to stimulate an interest 
in art and to foster an appreciation of 
beauty among the children. Inasmuch 
as it has given hundreds of boys and girls 
a hint of the joy to be gained from the 
contemplation of the fine arts, it has 
succeeded in a measure. But much more 
may be done. 

The Art Institute is a labyrinth-like 
place to a child visitor. But some day 
there is to be a Children's Room with its 
setting specially designed for the use and 
enjoyment of children. It will* be their 
very own spot in the Art Institute, an 



intimate bit which they may think of as 
their share of the building, and then the 
building will no longer be a labyrinth. 
Already through the generosity of Mrs. 
John Buckingham, Miss Caroline 
Wicker, Mrs. David Agnew, Mrs. Al- 
fred W. Gross, and the Perboyre Art 
League, a beginning has been made. A 
fund has been started for the equipment 
of the Corner. There is a small collec- 
tion of objects of particular interest to 
children, gathered together either for 
their artistic or educational merit. But 
it is only the beginning. In the near 
future, through these and benefactions 
which still must come, the Children's 
Corner will be a flourishing reality. It 
will then play its part in the forming of 
the men and women who are to carry 
on the spirit of freedom and joyousness. 
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